Carriages’ Conception
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2 8 Midrzash  Raddooun.
The Midrash presents a second reconciliation of the apparent

45 /24 —
f eantradiction regarding the wagons’ sender:™

he sent the following: ten he-donkeys laden with the best of Egypt and ten she-donkeys
with grain, bread, and food for his father for the journey. ?¢ And he sent off his brothers, anc

went. He said to them, “Do not become agitated on the way."

25 They went up from Egypt and came to the land of Canaan lo Jacob their father. 26 Anc
told him, saying, “Joseph s still alive, " also that he is ruler over all the land of Egypt; but his
rejected it, for he could not believe them. 2" However, when they related to him all the-word:
Joseph had spoken to them, and he saw the wagons that Joseph had sent to trarispert him,

the spirit of their father Jacob was revived.

28 And [srael said, “How great! My son Joseph still lives! | shall go and see him before |

2 Adxcel - Tasiglds

& The Parting Lesson |t comes as no surprise that at the time of their
Separation Jacob and Joseph were involved in a Torah discussion. For
e Sages teach (in Berachos 31a) that whenever one man parts from
: r he should do so with words of Torah. But why was it specifi-
Eily the issue of the heifer whose neck was broken that was the topic
8 Jacob and Joseph's final study session before their decades-long
separation? A number of sources offer the following approach:
© The passage regarding the heifer whose neck was broken (see the
E:Lrequims that the city’s Elders proclaim, nn on s nsy 30w, Our
- have not spilled this blood (Deuteronomy21:7). The Gemara (Sotah
3 md 46b) explains that while there exists no suspicion that those men
gommitted murder, with their declaration they state that they were not
: ul of the victim in any way. Among the things to which the Elders
must attest is that they did not allow him to leave their city unaccom-
> . [The Gemara there discusses the importance of this practice.]
" When Jacob had sent Joseph on his ill-fated mission to check on
i brothers and their flock (above, 37:14), Jacob had escorted his son.
cob used that opportunity to teach Joseph of the importance of es-
: B someone at the beginning of his journey, and to that end Jacob
s a lesson in the subject of the heifer whose neck was broken,

itwas amid a discussion of that subject Jacob and h
Bom each other, ¥ nd Joseph parted

3~b.

#om Yefeh To'ar). And although the simple meaning of the word niy
i the verse is “wagons,” that word can also be suggestive of “heifers,”
heifers were often used to draw the wagons (Bitz Yosef, from
To'ar). It was as a result of his having received the message that
doeeph had sent that, as the verse concludes, the spirit of their father
weeob was revived (Maharzu).
| s, while it was indeed Pharaoh who sent the wagons to transport
Beob, Joseph sent @ message concerning “wagons, i.e., the heifer,” and it
W Because of that additional layer of meaning that the verse speaks of

e wagons being sent by Joseph rather th P i
o orgien er than by Pharaoh (see Eitz Yosef,
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Yaakov found it difficult to entertain the possibility that Yosef's |

spiritual heart was still pumping after so many years in Egypt,

especially since Yosef, as viceroy, would have had to mingle with

whether Yosef was spiritually alive: Was there real chaim here?
‘Was Yosef still prioritizing a relationship with Hashem in his life?
And Yaakov was re-assured via Yosef's message of the wagons that
he had held on to the last Torah topic they studied together.

Yet we may ask more deeply: Why would the wagons have
been a convincing sign that Yosef was still integrally connected
to a spiritual life? Perhaps he simply had a good memory and
remembered the subject matter of their last study session.

{Lhe upper echelons of Egyptian society. Yaakov wished to know 3

\

‘s ng ot M owa MY 31 — B’ Levi said in the name of
‘R’ Yochanan bar Sha'ulah:  2pm ™7 035 ™a ax on) K
— [Joseph] said to [his brothers], “If [our father] believes
/you that I am alive, that is fine, nywp 4% DMK onx b oR)
Fow i npiy Ay nwaen K7 o e — but if not, you
should say to him in my name, ‘At the time that I became sepa-
zated from you, was I not involved in studying with you the
Torah passage about the heifer whose neck is broken?” **!
=1y v m A3 Reays Nk R g a0 K — Thus it is writ-
$en, And he saw the wagons that Joseph had sent to transport
Rim, then the spirit of their father Jacob was revived."

5
The

answer is that one remembers only things that have

. relevance. As soon as information no longer becomes relevant

Meaniugful, one's brain is happy to let the information go by.
(Editor’s note: A Russian social psychologist did an experiment to
ascertain how long an average waitress remembers a food order. .
He discovered that most waitresses forget the order as soon as
it has been served. This is because the information is no longer
relevant and thus the brain no longer requires the retention of the
information.) Had Yosef rejected spirituality and a connection to
Hashem, he would not have seen any relevance in the last topicE_'
had studied with his father. He would have retained neither the

connection nor the information.
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Hillel was able to tell this convert that when one comes to study the

G

Torah, he must begin by studying and understanding the foundation

upon which the entire Torah is based. This is the concept of honor

(Vayikra 19:18).

‘The law of eglah arufah teaches us the degree to which the obligatiog to

value human life extends. It also illustrates the awesome responsibility

we have when we are derelict in these areas. If a corpse is found

between two cities, the elders of the closest city must go out and declare

their innocence in the matter. They must be able to state that they saw

to it that this person had adequate food and a proper escort from the

N B
city. If they cannot attest to having supplied him with these basic needs,

‘

/they cannot excuse themselves from being partially responsible for his

Itragic demise. This shows us the profound degree of concern which is

required in guarding the welfare of all people. -




1 o

When Yosef wanted to communicate with his father and to assure him

. Yosef, remarkably, had already addressed this issue with his
that he had survived, he knew that he had to show his father that not

brothers. Firstly, he wanted to see if they would abandon Shimon

only had he survived physically, but also that he had not succumbed to after he took him captive.’* When they returned with Binyamin he
the depraved elements of the Egyptian society. Yosef needed to inform created the whole charade of accusing Binyamin of stealing his silver
Yaakov that he remembered and cherished the fundamental morals “magical” goblet” to determine whether ot not his brothers had
*upon which the Torah is based. Once Yaakov was confident that Yosef . finally internalized the lesson that they must be “one for all and al
had not compromised his sensitivities in this area, he could then be for one.” The brothers passed this test with flying colors when they al
secure that the other areas of the Torah were also maintained intact, equally agreed to serve as slaves in place of their brother Binyamin.’

Yosef never really held them responsible for what they did to him o
a personal level. His real issue with them was whether or not the;
had what it would take to become a nation. They finally proved tha
Yosef proved that he had remained firm in his reverence for the sanctity @ they did and this was the message he sent back to Yaakov, We wil
of interpersonal relationships. Yaakov could now be confident that Yosef survive this exile into a strange land.

had remained faithful in the area of man/God obligations and that his

for if the foundation is strong, the structure itself will also remain
solid.

"

_sconvictions had survived over the years, for they had the framework

wpon which to remain firm. - - sy W e o2y
2]
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Perhaps while escorting his son on his journey, Yaakov taught im OPE YD mITR B3R @ )
Yosef the mitzvah of eglah erufab. It was commonly understood that of Mo Ohpo ODWME Wb MDD
a person who was not properly escorted from a city would easily By b7 30 Joapy bupd By M
fall prey to thieves and murderers. Thus, the town from which the OB 1> Mpb D00 pH D PO ™Y
victim departed bears some responsibility for his murder and requires orh dm oood ohavo b3 op by P ~,
, atonement. However, there is a remarkable additional element to Aoy Jopd 999" 1nh hun
this law. Th.e Talmud® explains that this atonement is aFmally for o on b OED P BB
Zthe generation chat left Egypt. In fact, we learn a very important e ey

halachic concept here: A nation is a corporate entity, which is eternal.
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Even though the actual generation that left Egypt was long goné, the EnEY oop B At onphon 13N
national identity remains and, therefore, an atonement can be brought Yeapp e B0 D 4
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—ven for those that left Egypt because the corporate entity remains. Tophy PR upb pws D D O3
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that the brothers conveyed this lesson to his father. But why? What is »9p) 1h3 ©hapd PEMY3 aph ENE
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so remarkable about this mitzvah that made it relevant to the events
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studied with his father to send to Yaakov as ﬂrﬂn fact, it was

5 something of a contrived message because Yosef didn't actually send
the wagons. Pharach did?*® Yosef went out of his way to make sure

that had just transpired?

% Clearly, Yosef (and pretty soon Yaakov as well) had come to the Spspy B Pomo o5p Ssh AL Jnvh
realization that this was the beginning of the fulfillment of Hashem's pomp 9pb amen HIm ob Y oM g
punishment to Avraham that his children would be in a foreign %0 Dt MD DhLE

country for four generations. The only thing worse would be the 1,
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,\ﬁssibility that they would never leave. However, in order to leave
"~Jthey first had to become a nation, overcoming the final barrier to
achieving nationhood by appreciating the value of each and every

member. That is why the process of eglah arufab extends even to “those

who left Egypt,” for it was on the condition of murual appreciation

and responsibility extending to all members of the nation, even those
who lived in the past, that they left Egypt and became a nation. The
commitment to every single other Jew expressed by the eglah arufah
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has the power to atone even for those who left Egypt, jn case they
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WHEN THE APPEARANCE OF “BAD” IS ACTUALLY GOOD

Yosef hinted to Yaakov not to fear coming to Egypt, even though this
essentially would begin the Eqyptian exile, because all negative events
are ultimately for the sake of the inevitable positive outcomes.

0 gow nby Wk nivayn nx X721 — He saw the wagons that Yosef

had sent to carry him (Bereishis 45.27).

N Ay 3 noxab mapa K b o mbam ax Sy 2pyh 15

J1a1b naon K

Yosef hinted to Yaakov that he should not be worried about the impend-

ing Egyptian exile, because everything that transpires is for the sake of the

ultimate Redemption. Bad things happen only in order to serve as a cause

for ensuing goodness.

5Ny 37 KPR 20 by pwb ke mibapT e S
How did Yosef hint this to his father? By sending him gifts on wagons, for
the word for “wagon” [y is related to the word for “circle™ (9], and a

cause of something is also termed something circular.

The word for “cause” in Hebrew [naw is related to the verb “to circle” [2av5]

and the noun “circulation” (], and so forth. We see this relationship bz-
tween the concepts of “circle” and "cause” in English in the phrases “turn of

evenls” or “something turning into something else.”
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